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PRESIDENTôS REMARKS 

Jean and I spent the last week in April as Keepers with two delightful couples.  We 
had a wonderful week, with variable weather and many interesting visitors including 
three Boy Scout troops.  One of the troops was using this outing as a training trip for 
a 50-mile hike!  We are reminded again what a special place our Light Station is, 
with a setting that is so beautiful.  For those of you who have not yet been Keepers 
and for those who have, book a stay.  Even though the availability is limited, there 
are always cancellations, so watch the web site.  And one thing to keep in mind; 
although it is fun to go with relatives or friends, it is also great to co-keep with 
people you do not know.  Jean and I made four great new friends during our stay. 
 
Well, our Spring/Summer restoration and maintenance work is underway.  We have 
a lot on our agenda this year, including cleaning the tower, upgrading the public 
restroom, installing the new windows in the lighthouse building and making signs for 
the Barry Dove Interpretive Trail.  Of the 26 windows we need for the lighthouse, our 
members have donated 18, a truly amazing number.  An additional 3 windows were 
purchased with the residual from the septic trailer fund.  This has been such a 
successful program we plan to extend it to the side doors (4) which badly need 
replacing and lantern windows. 
 
As some of you know, we had two lantern windows develop severe cracks last 
winter, to the point that one of them had to be stabilized.  We are working with Chad 
Kaiser, Education Director for the U. S. Lighthouse Society, to develop a plan for 
replacement.  Five panes need replacing and we would also like to buy one or two 
spares.  As with the window program, we will create donor plaques which will be 
displayed in a public place.  The window donor plaques are memorials to loved 
ones, simple remembrances of experiences and expressions of thanks.  The 
plaques have been mounted and are displayed in the newly restored east-side 
sitting room.  We expect to announce the door and lantern room program as soon 
as we have final costs.  The doors will be $600, and the cost of the lantern windows 
is to be determined.   
 
Thanks to Rick DeWitt and his constant supporter, Roberta DeWitt, we have made a 
good transition following Barry Doveôs illness and passing.  Our part-time secretary 
Rebecca Alexander, with Rickôs guidance has also been instrumental in the 
transition.  The Association owes a debt of gratitude to these individuals.  We are 
still finding out what a tremendous job Barry did, especially his interfacing with our 
members and keepers.  We continually are amazed at the amount of work Barry put 
into this Association.  Barry will continue to be missed terribly as the General 
Manager, but more importantly by all of us as a friend. 
        Steve Reed 
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EDITORôS COMMENTS 

 

Being a Keeper in late April turned out to be a great 
birding experience.  Steve and I have been "birders" 
for a long time and when we lived on the Gulf Coast 
got pretty good at identifying shore birds.  However, a 
few years living inland has dulled those skills.  Two of 
our co-keepers live in Ocean Shores and are very 
knowledgeable of shore and other birds.   

The first morning at the Light Station as I was waking 
up with my first cup of tea, Dalene looked out the 
window and said, "There are Golden Crowned 
Sparrows in the flower bed in the corner".  That woke 
us up as we grabbed our binoculars and started 
looking out the living room and dining room windows.  
From those windows alone, throughout the week we 
also spied White-Crowned Sparrows, Ruby-Crowned 
Kinglets, Golden-Crowned Kinglets, an Audubon's 
Yellow-rumped Warbler, a Wilson's Warbler, a 
Townsend's Warbler, and American Goldfinches.  
One day a Northern Harrier flew down the spit. 

Birding that week was wonderful.  We took several 
early morning forays along the beach and Don took 
his high-powered scope so we could observe ñup 
closeò the Black Brants, Common and Pacific Loons, 
Caspian Terns, Buffleheads, Harlequin Ducks and 
many other shorebirds.  One day Dalene and I 
counted over 100 Black-bellied Plovers, hundreds of 
Dunlins and Sanderlings with a few Western 
Sandpipers and Pacific Golden Plovers mixed in. 

We observed 50 different species of birds that week 
and it was so nice having another set of eyes to 
confirm, ñYes, that really was a Peregrine Falcon or 
Red-breasted Merganserò.  When you are alone, you 
often doubt yourself. 

The Canada Geese paid regular calls and a pair of 
Mallards visited their fake relatives in the duck pond.  
The Gadwall also 
appeared in the pond 
one day and I wonder, 
will we see ducklings 
learning how to swim 
in the pond this year? 

Jean Reed 

mailto:ndl@olypen.com
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SCHEDULING FOR 2010/2011  

Keepers will notice several painting and maintenance upgrades since their last trip. Perhaps the 
most notable are the new digital thermostats that allow nightly set-back as well as allowing specific 
temperatures to be maintained.  The new windows being installed in the lighthouse building are 
looking great.  
 
Below are the Weeks Available in 2010 and 2011.  If these dates interest you, contact Scheduling 
at 360-683-6638 or e-mail us at scheduling@newdungenesslighthouse.com. 
 

Be sure to consult the website ñAvailabilityò  page often for cancellations, and let Scheduling know if 
you want to be placed on (or removed from) the Short Notice e-mail list. 

   

Weeks Available Available Rooms Cost Per Person Per Week 

      

July 3-10, 2010 1 Room $335 Per Adult Per Week 

      

December 10-17, 2010 2 Rooms $260 Per Adult Per Week 

      

December 3-9, 2011 3 Rooms $275 Per Adult Per Week 

      

Our booth at the Irrigation Festival Arts and Crafts Fair 
received many visitors.  The volunteers sold $265 in raffle 
tickets and made many contacts for membership and 
Keeper bookings.  The Burton family, raffle winners from 
last year, were there to share their experience. 
 
One gentleman decided to make a 'donation' in the form of 
$50 worth of raffle tickets, a pretty smart way to donate to 
the Association while getting multiple chances at a weekôs 
stay (worth up to about $750) at the Lighthouse.  The 
money goes to the same great cause as normal donations; 
maintenance and restoration of the Light Station. 
 
 

Many ñTHANKSò to the volunteers who had a good time 
staffing the booth!  
 

The truck and trailer-mounted lighthouse model were a big 
hit in the Parade, all clean and shiny!  The foghorn was 
mounted outside the model where it could rattle the 
windows. The only downside is that you don't get to see the 
parade when you are in it. 
 
Photos Courtesy of Bill Dempsey 

IRRIGATION FESTIVAL AND PARADE 

Roberta DeWitt & Candy Olmer 
Staffing the Booth 
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The Spring General Meeting of the New Dungeness Light Station Association 
was held on April 17 at the Trinity Methodist Church in Sequim with 79 persons 
meeting new and old friends while enjoying refreshments provided by Candy 
and Rich Olmer.  Merchandise and raffle ticket sales were brisk. 
 
President Steve Reed welcomed guests and introduced the Board 
Members.  He presented several slides of ñBarry being Barryò at the 
Lighthouse and expressed the loss that NDLSA has experienced as 
well as the personal loss of a dear friend to all who knew him. 
 

Certificates of Appreciation were awarded to 
Rick and Roberta DeWitt for Outstanding Service to NDLSA the previous 
six months.  They stepped in to fill a big hole left during Barryôs illness and 
have spent many hours learning the multiple facets of maintaining and 
operating a 152-year old lighthouse.  A Certificate was also presented to 
Ken Davidson for his role in getting the emergency generator wired into the 
Station electrical system, testing the system and establishing procedures for 
exercising and running the generator in case of an extended power loss at 
the Station.  
 

Rick DeWitt showed slides of recently completed projects at NDL and Tom Sinton commented on 
ongoing projects and those planned over the next several months. 
 
Chad Kaiser, Education Director, U.S. Lighthouse Society, was the 
guest speaker.  He spoke on "How New Dungeness got the 
Admiralty Head Lantern".  The original Admiralty Head Lighthouse 
was lit in 1861 and was replaced with a new lighthouse in 1903.  It 
was decommissioned in 1922.  Its lantern had diagonally set, curved 
glass panes which prevent blind spots common in vertically-set 
panes and flashbacks which could occur with flat glass panes.  
 
In 1927, due to the deterioration of the brickwork in the upper 
structure of the tower at New Dungeness, the original lantern was 
removed and the tower reduced in height by 27 1/2 feet leaving it at 
its present day height of 63 feet.  The lantern from the abandoned  
Admiralty Head Lighthouse was moved to New Dungeness and 
installed atop the shortened tower.  During the time when the tower 
was being shortened, a Fifth Order Lens was mounted on a 
temporary structure.  (See picture next page) 
 
The original fixed Third Order Lens at New Dungeness was converted to produce an "Occulting" or 
flashing light in 1914.  The "new" lantern from Admiralty Head could not accommodate that lens 
and It was replaced with a Fourth Order Fresnel Lens, the origin of which is unknown.  This Fourth 
Order  Lens was removed in May 1976 when the Station was automated.  It is currently on display 
at the Coast Guard Museum Northwest in Seattle. 
 

SPRING GENERAL MEETING 
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Original Tower and 
Temporary Tower 

located beside Fog 
Signal Building on 
September 1, 1927 

 
and 

 
Two men working on 

top of tower after 
Lantern was removed.  

Picture taken 
September 8, 1927 

 
Photos courtesy 
 Chad Kaiser, 

USLHS. 

Chad also explained that the ventilator ball which sits atop the dome of the lantern, the primary 
purpose of which was to create an upward draft to remove fumes from oil burning lamps, continues 
to play an important role as the platinum-tipped spire above the ball acts a lightening rod. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
It is always interesting to learn more about the New 
Dungeness Light Station and we appreciate Chad sharing 
his historical information with us. 
 
Some lucky recipients left the meeting with treasures they 
won during the door prize drawings. 
 
Earlier, Kathy Whitlock and Jane Asbjornsen deposited 
their tickets hoping to win one of these special prizes. 
 

New Dungeness Historical Documents have found a home:  The Association has made 
arrangements with the Museum and Arts Center in the Sequim-Dungeness Valley (MAC)  to have 
our scanned historical documents and photographs transferred to the museum's document storage 
center.  This move will ensure that these documents are properly handled and preserved, as well 
as be available to the public for research.  The documents will be available within a few weeks, 
along with an index and scanned digital copies.  The museum will become the common access 
point for all local New Dungeness Light Station history. 

Last Chance to get onboard the Schooner Zodiac Lighthouse Cruise of the San Juans.   
Leave Bellingham on June 10 for four days, visit up to 7 lighthouses with a special tour of New 
Dungeness Light Station with Past President Johan VanNimwegen. 
Call 206-719-7622 or visit their website at www.schoonerzodiac.com 
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Communications:  Bill Newblom, Chairman 
Members:  Rick DeWitt, Jean Reed, Bob Russell, and Bob Selby 
 

The website is being updated almost daily.  We have recently updated the 'Our Needs' link, so 
please take a look and see if you have any of those things laying around unused. Other new pages: 

¶ A full-page version of the webcam 

¶ A set of links to Sequim organizations and local area events 

¶ A page listing the status of our projects 
 

Our Speakerôs Bureau remains available to organizations looking for a program. 

 
Membership and Scheduling:  Janet Jones, Chairperson 
Members:  Carol Babcock, Julie Bacher, and Sylvia Schwyhart  
 

Membership has declined slightly but doing OK.  Please invite someone to become a member. 
 

Maintenance, Restoration and Long-Range Planning:  Tom Sinton, Chairman 
Members:  Loren Erpelding (Major Project Team Leader), Bill Bjorklund, Ken Davidson, Al Hamilton, 
David Hanson, Wolfgang Kneidl, Mark Schildknecht, and Steve Reed  
 

Replacing windows at the Lighthouse continues as work parties are available. 
 
Renovation of the Public Restroom is underway. 

 
 

There is a seemingly endless list of on-going ñminorò projects that we will be addressing as need, 
opportunity and help will allow.  These will include projects such as: 

NDLSA STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS 

Public Restroom 
Before and After Demolition 

 

Tune in next time.  See the New Look. 
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¶ Lighthouse Apartment Exterior Doors replacement 

¶ Dormer Siding on Keeperôs Quarters replacement 

¶ Insulation of ceilings of Keeperôs Quarters and Lighthouse 

¶ Replacement of existing baseboard heaters in Keeperôs Quarters 

¶ Repair and re-paint barn siding 

¶ Drainage repair around barn 

¶ Clean exterior of Lighthouse Tower 

¶ On-going electrical and plumbing repairs and improvements 
 
If one of these projects is something that sounds interesting to you and you would like to help, get in 
touch with Tom Sinton or Steve Reed.  Volunteers are always needed with a wide variety of skills. 
 
Merchandising Committee:  Roberta DeWitt, Chairperson 
Members:  Ted Bedford, Janet Jones and Patty Stone 
 

Check our website for current stock and prices.  We still have a good supply of blue and grey, long 
and short-sleeved t-shirts, caps, and fleece jackets available. 
 

Place your order now while there is a great selection of sizes and colors.  Be ready for your stay at 
the Lighthouse or summer vacation. 
 
Promotion and Fundraising:  Harvey Smith, Chairman 
Members:  Bette Leffle, Joel Magisos, Tom Sinton, Patty Stone and Johan Van Nimwegen  
 

We have received a generous grant of $3,750  from The National Society of the Colonial Dames of 
America in the State of Washington as the result of a grant application submitted in April.  These 
funds will be used to replace the electric heaters in the Keeperôs Quarters with oil-filled electric 
heaters which will be more economical to operate as well as less of a fire hazard .  Good Job Tom!   
 
Upcoming events: 

¶ Lavender Festival, SequimðJuly 16-18 

¶ Crab Festival, Port AngelesðOctober 9 & 10 
 
Safety:  Rich Olmer, Chairman 
Members:  Ted Bedford, Roger Uhden 
 

Safety recommendations made during the last inspection have been addressed, including 
installation of exit signs. 
 
Transportation:   Mark Schildknecht, Chairman 
Members:  Bill Johnston, John Van Nimwegen and all drivers 
 

Mark is doing a great job maintaining the vehicles.  They are always clean and ready for Keeper 
Transfer.  The drivers plan to have a training run this summer where they will review the operation of 
the winches, the best ways to prevent getting stuck and what to do, just in case. 
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As a Lighthouse Society member and Barry's good friend, he would sometimes invite me to ride out 
to the Lighthouse with him.  One day in September 2007 he called and asked me if I'd like to ride 
out the next day when he delivered gravel for the base of the new transformer. I said, ñSureò. He 
said to be at the Keeper Transfer at 5 AM! 

So with my eyes hardly open yet, and not quite enough 
coffee in my system, I met him at the transfer station. He 
had already been there a half-hour before me and had the 
big trailer full of gravel hitched to the old transfer vehicle. 
When we got to the Lighthouse grounds, he told me to just 
hop out and enjoy my short visit while he "dumped" the 
gravel. So I hopped out and began taking a few pictures. 
 

But I didn't 
realize that 
"dumping" meant 
he was going to 
hand-shovel the 
ton of gravel.  

 

I was always impressed by how hard Barry worked for the 
Lighthouse.   His efforts were always above and beyond 
what most people would do. 
 

He was also that way with his friendship with me. 
I can't believe he's gone. 
 

David Hannon 

Pam and I are charter members of the Association and have observed all the contributions Barry 
has made in the early and current years. My tenure of 4 years on the Board, doing safety 
inspections and many years of selling ñsouvenirsò allowed me to work very closely with him. Barry 
was always one step ahead of me. Organizing work parties, safety audits, setting up for festivals 
etc. always took planning, and he was always advanced in the preparation. I would suggest doing 
this or that, but he would say: ñI,ve got you covered.ò In many cases he had already thought of and 
carried out the task before I even thought of it.  Yes, in all the years Iôve known Barry, he has 
always been one step ahead of me.   
 

Barry and I had a personal joke we shared over the years.  I told him on many occasions that I 
needed more respect, maybe like Rodney Dangerfield; after all I was the Associationsô Marketing 
Manager of the Light Station gifts and souvenirs. He always responded, ñNo, you are just a ótrash & 
trinketô salesman!ò 
 

My thoughts at his memorial centered on the fact that gosh, Barry is still leading the way. He has 
started a journey all of us will eventually take. Yes, he is guiding me into my next sojourn; spiritual 
eternal life. Yep, Barry is still one step ahead of me!   
 

Ted Bedford 

WE MISS OUR BELOVED BARRY 
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On Being A Real Man:  Ok, I admit it, Barry Dove and I slept together at the Lighthouse.  Iôm not 
ashamed.  We were the only two men brave enough to go out to the Lighthouse and stay with two 
ladies abandoned by their men folk.  We slept in the then newly renovated bedroom in the 
basement of the Keeperôs Quarters.  I was the really brave guy because sleeping with Barry meant 
sleeping with his mask, pump, and the alien sounds of his breathing machine.  It would take 
someone smarter than me to explain how a guy with Barryôs energy and vigor needed a machine to 
help him breathe at night.  And, we were really heroes because we came with freeze-dried meals.  
Anyone familiar with the Lighthouse knows that one of the perks of being out there is the really 
good meals with a nice wine and rich dessert.  Thankfully, the two ladies out there alone had a 
mess of food and enjoyed cooking it.  We were in hog heaven.  Luckily, the men also left the wine 
cellar behind.  Even luckier, Barry really couldnôt drink the wine so I was forced to drink enough for 
two.  Talk about your super-hero! 
 

So Barry is basically an enigma surrounded by a puzzling past. He is like the Duracell bunny when 
it comes to work.  I spent my time there handing him tools.  I could have just as well stayed in the 
basement and honed my pool-shooting skills. Even when Barry wasnôt working, he was planning 
work.  I was really glad that we didnôt have any sand-blasting tools out there.  He talked a lot about 
how we needed to clean off the metal panels used as a landing site for helicopters.  He was insane! 
 

I once made the offhand remark to Barry that an old guy had taught me how to repair cracks in 
concrete walkways.  Next thing I knew, I was part of a work party at the Lighthouse and I was 
patching cracks in pavements while he mixed concrete per my specifications.  He always had more 
concrete ready when I was ready to take a break.  I didnôt get a break all day.  Once that chore was 
over he told me that it was time to paint the flagpole!  I tried to explain that I knew nothing about 
flagpoles and he told me that was great because there really was nothing to know about flagpoles 
except to stay out of the way if it started to fall.  Somehow, I lived through this ordeal. 
 

The next day before he could come up with a job for me, I grabbed a paintbrush and began to paint 
the window and door frames on the lighthouse itself.  I knew that painting trim was a slow and 
careful job and that it required no heavy lifting.  Barry and I remained friends, but I always ran when 
he started to talk about new projects.  I was always needed at home to do laundry or to wash 
dishes - and he thought those were really tough jobs.  I was always afraid that Candy would tell him 
what a mess I was in the kitchen. 
 

And, thatôs part of the truth about Barry Dove! 
 

Rich Olmer  

BEING  BARRY 

BARRY 
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I met Barry almost 10 years ago when Past President, Harvey Smith, asked me to help with vehicle 
maintenance and driving.  Past President, Paul Mowery, checked me out in the vehicles.  But I very 
quickly learned that Barry was the volunteer with the most experience and knowledge. Barry had 
been there since the beginning and had experienced all the worst beach conditions. Barry knew the 
Lighthouse from top to bottom. As I began to know Barry I realized that he truly loved the light; the 
light was his passion. Over the years as we worked together on projects for the light we became 
close friends, we shared the same values and interests. We enjoyed many motorcycle trips and 
sailing adventures. We worked through problems and dangerous situations and had many good 
times and laughs along the way. I could fill pages with wonderful memories that I shared with Barry. 
 
I remember one event when Barry was truly happy and absolutely relieved. I was President of 
NDLSA in 2005; Barry came into my office late one afternoon, completely drained, exhausted and 
depressed. Barry said that he had taken a full time job to bring in additional income for his family 
and that he would have to curtail his volunteer efforts for NDLSA. Up to this time, Barry was a 
fulltime, seven days-a-week volunteer for NDLSA. Barry had turned fifty and at his new job he was 
working alongside young high school graduates.  I called a special meeting of the Board and we 
passed a resolution to hire Barry as our first salaried employee. The motion to approve was 
unanimous. When I told Barry what we proposed, Barry said that we could not afford it.  I insisted. 
As he realized that I was not kidding, he said, ñI just canôt put my feelings into words.  I am 
overwhelmed.  Do you really mean this?  Is it really true?ò  His eyes became red and teary. I have 
never seen him so happy and relieved. It was my best day ever as President of NDLSA. We had 
truly created a WIN-WIN situation for all. 
 
Johan Van Nimwegen, Past President 2005-2008 

ñNow we come to the hardest part of 
all, the part where we have to say 
goodbye to the Barry we knew and 
loved, but I know his spirit will live 
within us all.  Barry, I would like to 
thank you for your honesty, integrity 
and dedication to the Lighthouse, for 
the wonderful memories, for the 
camaraderie, for the laughter and the 
good times we had and most of all for 
being my friend.  I am a far better 
person because you were in my life 
and I know the world is a far better 
place to live because you graced us 
with your presence.  Rest in peace old 
friend knowing your memory and 
contributions will never be forgottenò 
 

Written by Johan; it expresses the 
sentiments felt by all who had the privilege 
of knowing Barry.  Goodbye Mr. B.   
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Another Shining "Jewel" at the New Dungeness Light Station 
 

In the March Foghorn, you may remember the story about 
the Ross Hamilton photograph in the Keeper's Quarters.  
(Picture to the left)   
 
Here is the rest of the story about that day back in May 
1976. 
 

While visiting with William 
Byrd, BM1,USCG at the 
lighthouse, Ross Hamilton 
went to the top of the tower 
with him to take more 
photographs. 

 
He captured one of Byrd cleaning the 4th order Fresnel lens.  
 

This photo can be found on page 159 of the book, "Dungeness: 
The Lure of a River",  a wonderful history of the east end of Clallam 
County written by the Sequim Bicentennial History Book 
Committee. 

 

 
Ross explained that the sun was beginning to 
set and he wanted one final shot of the lens. 
Anyone who has seen a photo by Mr. Hamilton 
would agree that he is a master of light; a skill 
he says takes practice, time and a lot of 
patience. 
 
Once Byrd left the Lantern Room and Ross 
could get the angle he wanted, he waited for 
the right moment and took the most lovely 
photo (probably the last as it was removed 
later that month) of a gleaming Fourth Order 
Fresnel Lens in the New Dungeness Lantern 
absolutely bathed in golden sunlight! 
 

He has kindly given us a copy of this original 
photograph. It has been placed in the museum 
at the Light Station to be enjoyed by all.  
 
Special thanks, Ross, for another shining 
"Jewel". 
 

Roberta De Witt, NDLSA Board Secretary 

William Byrd cleaning  lens 
OIC, NDLS, USCG 
August 1973ï July 1976 

 

WHAT  A  BEAUTY!!! 


