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We have had some interesting events this summer.  In late July, a film crew 

from ABCôs Good Morning America came to the station to film a two-to-three-

minute piece for the segment called ñWeekend Windowò shown on Sunday 

mornings.  We drove them out in the morning, and they filmed throughout the 

day.  They were initially a little disappointed because we had one of those 

ñpea soupò days until mid-afternoon.  They did get some interesting shots in 

the fog and filmed a great sunset.  Jean provided lunch and a scrumptious 

dinner, and we spent a pleasant evening together at the Station. 
 

They enjoyed the return trip, as we could finally see more than a few feet in 

front of us.  We do not know when this piece will air, but we will let you know 

when the schedule is released.  In addition to filming at the Lighthouse, they 

also did a piece on the Sequim Lavender Festival.   
 

In August, the Station was visited by 34 members of a ñLighthouses of Puget 

Soundò tour organized by the U.S. Lighthouse Society.  Among other 

lighthouses, they toured Point Wilson in Port Townsend, Admiralty Head on 

Whidbey Island and lighthouses in the San Juan Islands.  On the bus from 

Port Townsend to Sequim, I gave an orientation/history presentation on New 

Dungeness Light Station.  They went by boat to the Station, where they were 

greeted by keepers and volunteers who gave them tours of the grounds and 

tower and sold lighthouse memorabilia. 
 

As we have mentioned in the past, we are in the process of preparing 

outdoor signs for the Barry Dove Interpretive Trail.  This is one of the things 

Barry always wanted to see completed.  Thanks to very generous donations 

by friends of Barry and the Dove family, we have sufficient funds to prepare 

six, 24 X 36-inch signs.  The initial layouts have been sent to a graphics artist 

who will take our layouts and make them look professional.  The signs focus 

on the structures that are no longer in existence, as well as one showing how 

the station has changed over time.  We thank all who helped make this 

endeavor possible.     

   Steve 
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EDITORôS COMMENTS 

 

In late June, Steve & I attended the 

Annual Meeting of the Washington 

Lightkeepers Associationôs (WLA) in 

Silverdale.  The theme was 

ñLighthouse Keepers Reunionò and 

about 75 persons attended.  Many of the attendees 

were former Keepers or descendants of Keepers.  

They introduced themselves and told when and 

where they or their ancestors had served as 

Keepers.  Jim Corrie, whose father was stationed at 

New Dungeness twice, first in 1928 as Second 

Assistant Keeper and the second time as Head 

Keeper in the late 1930s, and his wife Maya  

attended.   It was fun hearing the former Keepers tell 

of their service at lighthouses in the Northwest. 

The guest speaker was Chris Mills of Nova Scotia.  

He gave a very entertaining account of his 

experiences as a former Canadian lightkeeper who 

served on eleven different light stations from 1989 

until 1997.  He has written two books about his 

adventures. 

At the meeting, we met Bruce Robie who will be the 

speaker at our Fall General Meeting in October.    

Bruce was one of the founding members of the WLA, 

is the primary photographer for the Association and 

maintains their website and photo gallery.  While he 

is interested in the historic aspect of lighthouses, his 

passion for lighthouses centers around their artistic 

and photographic appeal.  He has traveled far and 

wide photographing lighthouses and will share some 

of his experiences with us.  I am looking forward to 

hearing his tales and seeing his beautiful lighthouse 

photography.  

This would be a good meeting to invite a friend to 

attend. 

    Enjoy the Fall weather! 

Jean 

mailto:ndl@olypen.com
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GENERAL MANAGERôS REPORT 
 

Overall, our Keepers appreciate and enjoy the unique opportunity to spend a week at the 

Lighthouse.  They are very conscientious about maintaining the premises and providing a safe 

environment for themselves, their fellow Keepers and the visiting public.  However, there are a 

minimal number who bend (or break) the rules, creating situations which are unsafe and violate the 

covenant they ascribe to as Keepers.  These incidents reflect poorly on all members and the 

Association as a whole.  We ask that before your tour of duty as a  Keeper, you read the Keeperôs 

Packet carefully and refer to the Keeperôs Information Binder on the desk in the dining room in the 

Keeperôs Quarters if there are any questions during your stay.  Be familiar with the rules.  There are 

reasons for them, usually due to safety, insurance and liability restrictions.  Then, set a good 

example and follow the rules. 

A few recent incidents involve:  

¶ Visitors and children (under 18) on the gallery walkway outside the lantern room ï a HUGE no-

no from both a liability and insurance standpoint. Only current Keepers over the age of 18 are 

allowed on the gallery outside the lantern. 

¶ Keepers in off-limits Refuge areas - we must follow the same Wildlife Refuge rules as hikers. 

¶ Keepers doing unauthorized work - we love the help, but first, please contact the General 

Manager and discuss with him what you would like to do. 

¶ Leave no food or supplies behind - If you brought it, take it home with you.  We cannot have 

leftover food, even in cans.    

¶ Expecting supplies that are not provided ï  the Keeperôs Packet contains  a detailed list of 

supplied items.  We cannot afford to stock special-purpose items.  

¶ No candles, incense or open flames ï Fire is our greatest concern at the station. The BBQ grill 

is a contained flame and is OK, if moved a safe distance from the building before using. 
 

The Board of Directors has recently approved some additions to our Standing Orders, which effect 

Station operations. 

1. We now have a minimum, 4-adult  Keeper requirement. This is for safety reasons and to ensure 

that our visitors have an enjoyable tour. Particularly on good-weather days, less than four adult 

Keepers cannot properly handle the visitor load along with their other routine chores.  If 

someone in your party fails to show up or must leave the Station during the week, the General 

Manager may assign members from the óShort Noticeô or óWorkersô lists to be taken out on the 

next tide and act as temporary Keepers. These fill-in personnel may stay in the Keeperôs 

Quarters or might stay in the Crewôs Quarters, if they have been trained on the heat and water 

systems there. 

2. We now have instituted an 18-year old minimum age requirement for volunteers on work-

parties. This formalizes a long-standing unwritten policy. 
 

We are fully booked for 2010 and 2011. Consult the  ñAvailabilityò  page on the 
website for cancellations, and let Scheduling know if you want to be placed on (or 
removed from) the Short Notice e-mail list. 
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CLEANING THE TOWER 

Through the years, the tower had accumulated dirt and mildew.  David Bromley generously 

volunteered and made three rappels down the tower to spray it with a cleaning solution.   

David assembling his rappelling 

gear in the lantern 

Wolfgang:  ñAre you sure you 

have all the connections 

right?ò  

Power washing the tower to 

remove the grime 

View from the top 

Itôs still a long way down! 

Photos by Marcia Bromley 
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Public Restroom:  The public restroom underwent a much 

needed upgrade this summer.  Bill Bjorklund took the lead on this 
project.  First came the demolition of old shelves and cabinets, 
removal of old plumbing and electrical lines followed by lots of 
patching and painting. 
 

 

A new floor, interior door, 
storage cabinet and 

electrical fixtures were 
installed.  The new sink 
now delivers hot water!!  
 

We have received lots 
of good feedback from 
appreciative hikers who 
find this the first stop 
they make upon arriving at the Light Station. 
 

While many hands were involved in this project a few 
deserve special recognition including Wolfgang Kneidel, 
Sherrill Bjorklund, Bill and Judy Newblom,  who  provided 
these photographs.  

THANKS  DAVID!! 

IT SURE LOOKS BETTER 

After 

Bill Newblom laying tile 

Sherrill Bjorklund 
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. 

Bird-deterrent wires were installed along 

the peaks of the roofs of the Lighthouse 

and Keeperôs Quarters 

Spikes were mounted 

on the chimneys 

Ouch!!  No nesting 

here! 

Paint was ñtouched 

upò after wire supports 

were mounted OK, Ladiesô Turn!! 

ñAre you sure this is what I 

push?ò 

(Marsha Bromley & Roberta 

DeWitt) 

Roberta DeWitt washing 

moss off roof of Keeperôs 

Quarters.   Moss inhibitor 

was reapplied. Cleaning Gutters 

A work crew using a high-lift completed several tasks this summer 

Rick DeWitt Steve Reed 
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The President making tough 

decisions! Which Corkscrew? 

 
 

The Crew!  Thanks Guys! 
 

Clockwise:  Marcia Bromley, 

Roberta DeWitt, David 

Bromley, Bill Bjorklund, Rick 

DeWitt, Steve Reed, & 

Wolfgang Kneidl 
 

David applying moss inhibitor to 

the roofs of the Lighthouse 

Building and Keeperôs Quarters 

A work crew the 

following week 

replaced the siding 

shingles on the 

north dormer of the 

Keeperôs Quarters 

with these freshly 

painted ones.  It 

really looks great! 

 

Thanks!  

 Loren Erpelding 

 and  

Tom Sinton 

Sylvia Schwyhart painted the 
dormer shingles earlier and 

Roberta finishes the leftovers 

Rappelling Ropes hung out to dry! 

One 

 never 

knows 

what  

Bill B. 

is  

up  

to! 


